THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
unless it was repeated at least seven times in the
selfsame words.
We have a number of excellent societies for
various objects, but we have no proper organ
for the interchange or expression of repre-
sentative opinion, whether clerical or lay, I
am told that the opportunity of the clergy to
express themselves in Synod has so completely
and for so long become a mere form, that to
take advantage of it would be regarded as a
revolutionary act. Yet once it must have had
a real meaning and purpose, and might in some
form or other be revived. Why, to take the
lowest ground, should the clergy be debarred
from the hygienic exercise of letting off steam
which is so comforting to mankind at large 2
And they might surely have something to say
which it would not be amiss for Bishops and
Chapters to listen to. Authority, and especially
ecclesiastical authority, is quite strong enough
to suffer no harm from the freest talk.
The laity, of course, can join bodies such as
the CathoHc Union, Catholic Association, or the
like ; but if they do, they will find that their
society is not regarded as representative outside
its own members, and of course there is some
ground for this criticism. No society privately
and voluntarily recruited can be properly called
representative. Some unit for a constituency
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